
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PANEL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 27 November 2014 at 7.00 pm in Council Chamber, Council 
Offices, Cecil Street, Margate, Kent. 

 
 

Present: 
 

Councillor Gideon (Chairman); Councillors Campbell, Cohen, Driver, 
Dwyer, Fenner, I Gregory, K Gregory, Huxley, Matterface, Moore, 
Poole, D Saunders, M Saunders, M Tomlinson and Worrow 
 

In Attendance: Councillors Nicholson and King 
 

 
438. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies were received from the following Members: 
Councillor Gibson, substituted by Councillor Cohen; 
Councillor Hornus, substituted by Councillor M. Saunders. 
 

439. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillors Campbell, Cohen and K. Gregory noted that they had offered advice on the 
drafting of the proposed Thanet Local Plan as members of the Local Plan Cabinet 
Advisory Group. 
 

440. DRAFT THANET LOCAL PLAN TO 2031 PREFERRED OPTIONS  
 
Councillor Gideon, Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Panel said that the drafting of 
the proposed Thanet Local Plan was a product of cross party working through the Local 
Plan Cabinet Advisory Group and significant time was spent working on the document 
leading up to the identification of the preferred options for Thanet. 
 
The Chairman set-out the main purpose of the meeting as giving the Panel members the 
opportunity to ask and comment on the approach used in defining the proposed daft 
Plan, timetable and consultation process. 
 
Ismail Mohammed, Interim Strategic Planning Manager led discussion with a power-point 
presentation. He said that community engagement at this early stage of drafting the 
proposed Local Plan was good practice as it afforded the local communities and 
stakeholders an early opportunity to articulate their views, and a process that was 
considered important by the Inspector. This informal consultation was not a statutory 
requirement in respect of the Planning regulations but was important all the same. Mr 
Mohammed said that the document was produced according to the statutory 
requirements and that the strategic objectives had to reflect the Council’s corporate 
priorities and that the Local Plan objectives had to meet the objectively assessed needs 
of the district. 
 
The outcome of the “Issues and options” consultation, the communities response was 
that future housing development should be fairly distributed around Thanet and not be 
concentrated in one part of the district. The Plan should promote local economic 
development, create jobs and engender sustainable prosperity for Thanet whilst 
protecting strategic locations for the area that included the natural, built and historic 
environment. 
 
The Plan will consider Manston Airport as an “Opportunity Site”. For which the Council 
will, in due course, prepare a separate Area Action Plan Development Plan Document. 
 



2 
 

The Plan aims to improve transport infrastructure to meet the increasing growth and 
development of the local economy; promote public transport, walking and cycling and 
reduce travel time. 
 
Mr Mohammed said that the informal public consultation would need to be started in 
January 2015, leading up to the pre-submission document being considered by Cabinet 
and Council in time for formal public consultation from September 2015. He said that it 
was important to provide evidence to the Inspector at the Plan examination stage that 
Council had consulted local residents and neighbouring districts. The Inspector would 
have to determine the soundness of the Plan. 
 
As part of the consultation, Council was planning to hold six road shows, engage young 
people; that included holding a 6

th
 formers Conference or meeting each college. Email 

notifications and social media would be used to engage the public. 
 
Councillor Nicholson, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Housing & Planning 
Services thanked officers for the work done to produce the draft Plan. He said that it was 
important for the Council to move expeditiously through the informal and formal 
consultation stages in order to get the Local Plan in place by the set deadline. He hoped 
that the Plan could be adopted earlier than the stated target of 2017. 
 
Some members of the Panel were concerned about the length of the consultation period. 
They suggested that the informal consultation period be set at three months and not six 
weeks. They indicated that the document was voluminous and therefore the public 
needed more time to study it. Other members suggested that a summary of the draft Plan 
document with definitions of some of the key terms used, be produced to go alongside 
the main document in order to for the public to understand better the proposed Plan. 
Madeline Homer advised the meeting that because of the upcoming elections in May 
2015 and related Purdah period, increasing the consultation period may delay the 
timetable for producing and adopting the Local Pan. 
 
Mr Mohammed acknowledged that the Council approved Local Plan was out of date as it 
adopted in June 2006 and all planning applications that are submitted to the Council 
would have to be determined considering the National Planning Policy Framework and 
other local policies that can still be applied. He said that officers will prepare an easy read 
leaflet to go with the main Plan document. Members suggested that a glossary with 
definitions of main terms used in the document be produced to provide greater clarity for 
the public. 
 
Mr Mohammed said that a Cabinet Advisory Group or Working Group could be set up by 
Cabinet to draft the Manston Airport Area Action Plan. The Thanet Local Plan is the main 
reference point for the Area Action Plan and as such will be have to be adopted by 
Council and once approved by Secretary of State. The work on formulating the Manston 
Airport Area Action Plan could commence immediately, and can run concurrently with the 
Local Plan. 
 
Members noted the reported. 
 
 
 
Meeting concluded: 7.55 pm 
 
 


